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A Historical Review of the Water Resources Changes in

China: A Case Study of Yellow River Valley
Z0U Yi-lin
(Institute of Historical Geography , Fudan University , Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The exhaustion of water resources is a historical process, which is typical in Yellow River Valley. In
the Han Dynasty, the arid and semi-arid areas in the northwest of the upper reaches were constantly opened up,
and the water resources there was exhausted in a thousand years.In the Central Shanxi of the middle reaches,
forests were destroyed in need of wood and the water resources was in danger. And the lower reaches plain has
been extremely developed to meet the demand of food,and the water environment has been deteriorated because
of the silted-up rivers and lakes. Consequently, the prosperity of the Han and Tang Dynasties was achieved at
the cost of the environment of Yellow River Valley. And the dilemma between development and protect remains
a problem that needs to be studied and resolved.

Key words: Yellow River Valley; water resources; environment change
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Zhang Taiyan and Zhang Xuecheng
ZHANG Rong-hua

( Department of History , Fudan University , Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: This paper declares that Zhang Taiyan had taken a quite different approach to the theory of “the Six

Classics are all historical writings” through a comparison with the ideas of Zhang Xuecheng.In his essay Yuan

Jing (1908) , Zhang Taiyan refuted Zhang Xuecheng openly as well as Tan Xian secretly. And the conflict be-

tween the two views revealed in Wen Shi Tongyi shows the flexibility of the connotations of canon and history,

So it calls more attention to the intentions and implications of a same subject in different contexts.

Key words: Zhang Taiyan; Zhang Xuecheng; Tan Xian; “the Six Classics Books are all historical writings”
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